


group captur.ing birds. The pt·ogram 
nhould be televis ed in February or 
H;nch, 1982. 

Sci<.�ntists Visit Parae
_
uay 

Dr. HerCcdes Foster and Dr. I,lorman 
Scott of USiF�IS recently made visits to 
"Jerk with the Biological Inventory. Dr. 
Foster was in c ountry seven weeks. nrriv
:ing in late AUguRt. She did field work 
l\1ith the lnventory' H onlitholor;y group in 
,'Rcflue Nacional Teniente Enciso, and cm:
i.itorial work in the temponu:y museum. D1 
Scott arrived in late October to work with 

the herpetology group. Fieldwork included 
capture and marking . of s�dm�n

. 
f�)!' t�tt1re 

populatIon and giowth studies., He also 
served as th� first speaker in a series of 
s eminars Lh:lt visiting scientists wi.ll 
present. Dr. Scott addressed the role 
and importance of 11 nati.onal l'luseum of 
natural history. 

In addition to giving technical support 

to the' Biologic.a l Inventory, t.hese scien
ti5ts play important nmhass;tdoria.l rol(�s 
meeting with Paraguayan administrators 
to ltr.J.p platt and coonlinate the project. 

Dr. Don Wilson of lJS / HIS and ])r. James 
�)olotnon u't: MiS60llri Botanical Garden" \<11.1,1 
arr.ive in January, 19132, to work with the 
"Inventory's mammal andbotal1Y groups in 
eastern .P<traguay. Dc . Ra1r,h ·Wetzel of 
the IJlliversity of Connecticut will visit 
the. Inventory ' s museum in January a.s part 
of a tour of South American museums. 

The Biological lnventory welcomes John 
K<)chalka and Dave Nor;nan 1:0 the pn>ject. 
John took leave of absence from a Phd pro
gram at University of Florida to �,;or.k 
with .the invertebr �t e group. He h:ls field 
experience in Colombia. Dave will work 
with theherpetolugy group, and was a pev 
in EI Salvador where he worked with high 

school science teachers . He has addition
al f�eld experience . iu the Manaus� Brazil 
area. 

Jody S t a llings will leave Parag\lay this 
.Jrmuary. He wor.ked two years ��s il w'ild
life management speciali.st, having studied 
the Gray Brocket Deer (Haz8ma 8ouazou�ira) 
:ill th8 Chaco. He worked th e pas t :it�;)r 
VIi th thE' 1II�\nllncllog'y g roup of the I�vell tory, 
:.Iud we thnnk him for his olltstatH.!ing 
\\'ork. 

l'he,two.year assignments of Nilan Vav
rek, project botanis t , and Larry Naylor, 
ichthyologist, soon finish, and replace
ments are being sought.· One position to 
work with the mamma logy and ornithology 
groups is also availabh�. PerSOllS i.nter
ested in participating in the Biological 
lnve.ntory as a I'CV should wri.te� 

JJ Earhart � Cuerpo dt! Paz, 
c/o Embajada EElJU, 
Asunci6n, Paraguay 

AND, Dr. Mercedes Foster. U.S. Fish and 
. Wildlife Ser�ic

,
e"."-N��o?alf MlJs.�

�m 
ef Nat u r.al lh�tory,..room ·378, i ! 
10thjand cortstiiution Ave.".N.W., 
Washington, 'D.C� ,.",,"" 20560 ,) ,. 

Applicants should' hav;e},a Jllast·��" i!1)zoo
legy or. biology, or a;· ba�ht(�rs""1n \t:hese 
subjects with field experience • .  , ,;,�tl'should 
be r emebered tHat the goal of Peace �orps 
toJork is to train 1,lost7P?HI1,tl,)f J>.�ppleso that 

the "lOrk continues when' the volunteer leave,· 

New Hammals for Pagaguay 

Work of the mamlnal sect,ion of .the Inven
tory has r esulted i�, t,he.�o�.um.�nt.ation �f 
four Paraguayan spec�es �lt�r-,pterit spec�al 
att ention. The Black':'t:aq �d,.si�y�ry Marmo
set (CallHhrix argentata � ' fam: Callithri.
ddae)a�ld Peter' s Sac,�w�p.ged.J3a�. (Peroptery 
macrotis. fam.' Emballolluridae) represent '
ne,,, country family records. The rare fos
sorial Burmeister's Armadillo (Chlamyphorus 
retus.a) was also copecterl;, as was a spiny 
r-�·:-(i"-roechimys sp . ) which h��nat been col
lected it; the country 8in�,e J:�30. ,These 
finds.demonstrate the �ack ' of knowl�dge 
conce�

·
�

'
i.ng Paraguayan fauna: and ,the import

ance of the Inventory work� � Special thanks 
goes to Philip Myers, Russell'Mitte.r��ier, 
�nd Ralph Wetzel for verifying the .identi
fic:atiolls and for their continued technical 
suppor.t. 

StatuH of the CLacoan.Peccary 

The Chacoan Peccary (Catag�nus wagner.!) 
is endemic to the . GrenCh,aco of; S�uth Am
erica . Th� tagua,. as .it is.,known ·in Para
guay, was dis�overed by.Qr� Ralph Wetzel 
in 1975. The genus was previously known 
only from Pleistocene, fossils. -, 

ihe future does�ot look particularly 
bright for the su rvival of this largest 
of three species in. the peccary group. Ac
cording to observations of Dr. Lyle Sowls 
based on several field trips to the Par
aguayan Chaco , the-herd size of . the tagua 
has diminished, suggesting increased,hunting 
pr essure . It is highly valued as a hunti�lf� 
trophy and for the meat, and; :there is SOhlC 
market for the hide. In addition, develop
ment in the Chaco of Paraguay is.accelerattn. 
'r<lpid ly. Huge expanses of, undisturbed hab
itat .;'lre heing c leared for the catt le in
dustry. Dr. Wetzel, in his recent report 
to th� Pig and Peccary Specialist group of 
the IUCN Conferenc e  in New Delhi, expressed 
lliR concern regarding the status· of this 
species. 

Paraguay has established"tlo1o large llatioii'-' 
al parks in the Chaco Boreal� These parks, 
Defensores del Chaco and Teniente Enciso, 
may Acrve as refuges for the. tagua and in
sure viable breeding populations. Hopeful
ly eonservation efforts, improved land and 
wildlife management , and control of poaching, 
,.yill enable the Chacoan Peccary to be re
moved from the vuln erable status of the 
IllCN Hed List. 


